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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.CX Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



VTA FArSTMTT 

TC1600 

703-872-9306 



Prior to examination of the above-referenced application, please enter ihe 
following amendments: 



Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2. 
Remarks begin on page 6. 
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Commissioner for 
Patents 

Attn: Examiner ROBERT MONDEST. 
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Facsimile Center 1600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



FROM: Nancy J. Parsons 



OUR REF: 13735. 1USU1 
TELEPHONE: 612.336.4769 



Total pages, including cover letter:. 



Preliminary Amendmen t 



PTO FAX NUMBER 1-703-872-9306 

If you do NOT receive all of the pages, please telephone us at 612.336.4664, or fax us at 
612.332,9081. 

Title of Document Transmitted: 

Applicant: Walstonetal. 

Serial No.: 09/828.592 

Filed: 4/6/01 

Group Art Unit: 1653 

Our Ref. No.: 13735.1USU1 

Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No 13-2725 
Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of * 
months to enter these papers, if appropriate. 



Nancy U . Parsons 



Nancy 
Reg. No.: 40.364 

1 hereby certify that this paper is being transmitted by facsimile to the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office on the date shown below. 
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